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Your Online Environment

XX Technical Difficulties & Support 

XX Recording

XX Communication in an online 
environment

XX Asking Questions

XX Using Polls

XX Downloading Documents
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Aims and Objectives

During the training you will:

- Receive feedback on the performance of 
candidates in the May/June 2017 
examination

- Consider the variation of candidates’ 
performance on different questions and 
explore reasons why performance varies

- Discuss the Examiner’s Report

- Address common issues and FAQs.
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Session Agenda

16:10 Overview of the two AS Units and Award of grades / grade boundaries 
16:20 Detailed consideration of performance in AS Unit 1 Global Challenges 

17:00 Comfort break 

17:05  Detailed consideration of performance in AS Unit 2 Geographical 
Investigations 
17:45  Important points about A2 Unit 3 Contested Planet & other information 
and support  

18:00  Finish
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Content

•Unit 1 Global Challenges
Topic 1: World at Risk
Topic 2: Going Global

•Unit 2 Geographical 
Investigations 
Topic 1: Crowded Coasts
Topic 2: Urban Problems, 
Planning and Regeneration

Assessment Objectives / 
Skills Tested

Unit 1 
AO1
AO2

Unit 2
AO1 & AO2 plus AO3, 
specifically fieldwork and 
research skills
(see next slide)

Structure of Assessment

•Unit 1 Global Challenges
1 hour 3=45 minute exam
90 marks 
•Unit 2 Geographical 
Investigations 
1 hour 30 minute exam
60 marks 
Both contain short and extended 
questions 
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AS Unit assessment objectives 

Important to recognise that Unit 1 and Unit 2 have different AO weightings,
Unit 1 has is weighted towards Knowledge and Understanding AO1, and application, 
analysis and interpretation AO2
Unit 2 is weighted towards AO3 i.e. fieldwork, research and investigative skills. 
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Polls to get to know 
the delegates.



Award of Grades 
June 2017 



AS Unit Grade boundaries 

•The grade boundaries for Units 1 and 2 are shown above.
•These could change over time, as summer 17 was the very first examination 
series. 
•A raw mark of 56 / 90 was needed for an A on Unit 1, and 46 / 60 for an A on 
Unit 2 
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Unit 1 Global 
Challenges 
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Unit 1 Section A 
•Questions 1 to 4 begin with a Figure
•Short questions, some MCQ
•It’s important not to ‘guess’ these 
•Some candidates did not study the 
Figure carefully and made avoidable 
errors
•2 mark and 4 mark questions are 
point marked.
•A 2 mark ‘describe’ question such as 
1aii requires two, different 
descriptive points
1.Risk is high in East Africa 
2.Low and very low risk along the 
west coast 
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2 and 4 mark ‘explain’ questions
•These questions (see examples below) use the commands ‘suggest’ and ‘explain.
•The instruction in bold ‘one’ or ‘two’  means candidates need to provide a basic 
explanation for 1 mark, then extend this for the second mark. 
•Candidates cannot get marks for two different reasons
•These questions are an area of weakness in many cases as many candidates only 
get one of the two available marks.  
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Question 1b 
Notice the two extended points in this answer, which scored 4 / 4 marks:
1.Deforestation increases surface runoff (1) + idea of roots and soil removal so less 
interception (1)
2.Urbanisation increases runoff (1) + idea of cement roads replaces vegetation. (1)
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‘Compare’ as a command word

•Question 2aii used the command 
“compare”. 
•This requires comparative points as 
stated in the Mark Scheme
•“Credit 1 mark per comparative 
point, whether or not it is supported 
by data” 
• This command is different to 
‘describe’ because answers need to 
focus on similarities  and differences 
between things 
•No explanation is needed in the 
answer
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Question 2aii

•The top example scored 4 
marks. 
•It makes a good comparison, 
using data and highlights both 
trends and anomalies.

•The lower example scored 1.
•It begins with a descriptive 
section that lacks a clear 
comparison.
•It then begins to explain the 
changes – this is not what the 
question is asking for. 

15



Question 2aii 

•This question was an area of 
weakness.
•It often scored 1 or 2 marks, 
but rarely 3 or 4.
•Again, two extended 
explanations are needed to 
score full marks 
•Notice how each bullet in the 
MS is written to contain two 
marks 
•Explanation  extension = 1 
+ 1 
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Question 2aiii
The top example has two clear 
extended points so scores 4 
marks.

The lower example scores 1 
mark. 
•For Germany, it hints at the 
idea that people cycle rather 
than use cars but is not clear; 
the idea that Germany has few 
TNCs is incorrect.
•For China there is only the 
basic idea of Chinese 
industrialisation. 
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Question 3b 

•This question had some very 
good answers but also some 
weaker ones.

•The focus is benefits (costs 
are not relevant) of free trade 
blocs.

•The question is marked in 
the same 2 + 2 way as other 
question on the exam paper.

• Look at the two answers 
shown on the next slide and 
answer the Poll. 
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Question 3b 
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A

B

Read both answers then 
answer the on-screen Poll 

question 

POLL



Question 4 
•This question uses a scattergraph 
as the data stimulus Figure. 
•There is a relationship between 
income and urban population % -
but it is not linear. 
•Q4aiii asked about the 
relationship.
•Answers rarely scored all 3 marks.
•Most recognised the positive 
correlation but not the anomalies or 
the non-linear relationship.  
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Section A: 6 mark questions

•Question 1c, 2b, 3c and 4c all 
have the same format.
•These are 6 mark ‘explain’ 
questions 
•They are levels marked 
•Answers need to provide detailed 
explanations.
•However, they are not ‘essay’ 
questions as the topic scope is 
fairly narrow.
•The levels descriptors are the 
same in each question, and each 
exam series.
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1c Global distribution
of active volcanoes 

 Generally good understanding of plate boundary causes 
 Less good on mid-plate hotspots and different types of 
volcano at constructive / destructive boundaries. 

2b Adapting to sea-
level rise easier in 
some places than 
others 

 Done quite well by many; focus on Bangladesh and 
Maldives often with some detail; poverty, low-lying land 
 Developed world examples often a  little more vague

3c Impacts of 
globalisation on 
local environment

The least well-done of these questions. 
 Good understanding of globalisation process
 Limited focus on local – many answers focussed on CO2 
and global warming issues 

4c Challenges of 
housing demand in 
developing world 
cities 

 Level 2 more common than Level 3; many focussed on
generic problems – slums, rapid pop growth, poverty 
 Less focus on management challenges e.g. poor 
governance, lack of city funds



Question 2b 
This is a Level 3, 6 mark 
answer to Question 2b 

•It is well exemplified using 
the Netherlands and 
Bangladesh
•There is relevant data 
•There is a focus on 
wealth, technology and 
governance 
•It is focused on 
adaptation 

Concise; avoids becoming 
a discursive essay. 
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Question 3c 

•Please look at the 2 
examples on screen of 
answers to Question 3c.

•You will find the Mark 
Scheme after the two 
answers

•Read through the answers 
and then indicate your 
marks using the on-screen 
Poll. 
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Unit 1 Section B 
•Candidates have a choice of either 
question 5 or 6.
•30 marks are available: 10 + 20
•The 10 mark part ‘a’ question is a 
data stimulus question
•The answer should focus on 
explaining the data provided 
•The command word will be 
‘explain’ or ‘suggest reasons’ 
(never ‘describe’)
•It is important to quote data and 
information from the Figure
•Answers should try and refer to 
most of the information in the 
Figure, not just one part of it. 
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•The second part of each Section B 
question is a 20 mark essay question
•This uses the command word ‘assess’
•This is defined in the Specification:

• Successful answers in Level 3 and 
Level 4 need to specifically address this 
command word by weighing up different 
factors / sides of an argument 
•They will use language as shown in the 
box to the right. 
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However
On the other hand

But
NEVERTHELESS

In conclusion

An alternative view 
On balance

In contrast
Yet

Although



Mark schemes 
•Section B mark schemes 
are all Levels based
•The Levels descriptors 
remain the same from series 
to series
•The Indicative content will 
change, to reflect the 
demand of specific 
questions 
•It is important to share the 
Levels descriptors with 
candidates so they are 
aware of what the demands 
of questions are 
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Top Level descriptors for a 10 mark question 
and a 20 mark question 

With key phrases highlighted 
Note the need for a supported conclusion in the 20 mark 

example



Question 5a 
The answer here is a fairly typical 
Level 2 answer scoring 6 marks.
•It does refer to the countries in 
Figure 5.
•It provides a range of reasons 
for their different actions.
•None of the reasons are 
detailed.
•Sometimes e.g. first paragraph, 
they are rather partial and not 
fully explained.
•It could have better 
understanding of global 
agreements and their problems.
•Look at the answer to Q6a, 
mark it and complete the 
online Poll. 
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20 mark essays

•These yielded a wide range of marks, from Level 1 right up to 20/20.
•In Q5b, it’s important to recognise that the question allows an assessment of  “prediction 
and monitoring technology” AND other approaches such as preparation, or aid response. 
•In Q6b, the question forms a ‘grid’ of costs + benefits and developed + developing 
country workers.
•This means a balanced answers is needed to cover all aspects of the question.
•In both cases some judgements need to be made so fully answer the question.
•Use of evidence and examples is important to add depth to the assessment being made.

•Look at the example answer to Q5b and then complete the on-screen poll.  
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Unit 1 Summary

1) Be clear on the causes of physical process e.g. drought and the cause of volcanoes 
rather than offering generic responses. 
2) On 4 mark explain questions, ensure that your reasoning is clearly linked to the 
demand of the question. 
3) When describing patterns, try to cover overviews rather than focus on specific places. 
4) On 6 mark items, try to offer a range of points and support them where possible with 
examples to give you the best chance of achieving level 3. 
5) On 10 mark essay questions, ensure that you make full use of the resource and use 
this as a benchmark for your explanations. 
6) On 20 mark essays, ensure that you meet all the demands of the question and that 
you offer a conclusion with sound judgement, rather than just to sum up the obvious 
general points made. 
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Unit 2 Geographical 
Investigations 



Unit 2 question styles 

•Unit 2 contains a mix of data 
stimulus, short and essay style 
questions. 
•Questions 1 and 2  typically begin 
with 2 mark questions linked to a 
Figure.
•Question 1ai usually scored 1 or 
2 marks, as most candidates 
identified A as a spit – there was 
less certainty about B.
•The MS was relatively flexible 
especially for landform B. 
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2 mark ‘explain’ questions 

•As in Unit 2, there are 2 mark 
‘explain’ questions which specify 
explaining one thing e.g. Q1aii and 
Q2aii.
•Two different explanations will not 
gain 2 marks; the answer needs to 
follow the basic explanation + 
extension format. 
•The top example here has two 
different points (1 mark) 
•The lower example extends ideas of 
time exposed to emissions leading to 
specific health issues (2 marks)
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8 mark ‘assess/ examine’ questions  
question’ 

•The last sub-question in Q1 and Q2.
•These had highly variable performance.
•They are levels marked.
•The levels are the same from series to series. 
•The commands assess and  examine involve 
making a judgement. 
•Q1b was generally not answered as well as 
Q2b, because the concept of geology i.e. rock 
type, rock structure was not that well 
understood by many candidates.
•Often answers focussed narrowly on 
concordant versus discordant coastlines and 
did not consider other factors. 
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This Level 1, 2 mark answer is 
answering a different question 
about how landforms are 
formed i.e. focussed on 
processes of erosion.
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•This is an 8 mark answer.
•It has good physical 
geography terminology. 
•It considers: 
•rock structure / 
concordance and 
discordance

•rock resistance
•permeability 
•other relevant processes 
such as weathering, high 
wave energy / wave type.

•Read the answer, and 
mark scheme for the 
example of Q2b and 
answer the on-screen poll 
question. 
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Question 3

Principal Examiner Report extract:

“Question 3 was the compulsory fieldwork question, examining the fieldwork that the 
candidates had done themselves (“familiar” fieldwork). 
In Q3b however, a significant proportion of candidates did not understand the 
distinction between qualitative techniques and quantitative ones. 

Even though Examiners allowed questionnaires as qualitative, it was clear from many 
student responses that they were unfamiliar with these important fieldwork concepts. 
The quality of responses to Q3c was mixed with some very good answers at the top-
end, showing a range of high quality sources which were linked to their fieldwork 
focus. 

Other were less coherent, instead describing the “internet” in vague terms and not 
managing to connect their secondary research to what their fieldwork was planning to 
do.”
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Question 3 key 
messages

•Candidates must have completed 
their own fieldwork.
•Terminology like qualitative, 
quantitative, primary, secondary, 
sampling etc – needs to be 
understood.
•Candidates need to have a clear 
idea about the specific aims of their 
fieldwork, and the sources they used 
for research.
•Questions can target any part (s) of 
the Investigative Process outlined 
in Appendix 2 of the Spec. 
•Question 3d this series focussed on 
Number 3 and 4 in the Investigative 
Process. 
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Question 3a

39

This is more a topic of study, than a 
specific fieldwork investigation question. 

A very generic 
answer scoring 1 

mark. 
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The question stated 
here is much more 

specific and 
focussed. 

2 marks. The risk 
management is 

clearly linked to the 
specific investigation. 

Clarity of investigation title / question / aims generally leads to more specific focussed 
answers to the question sequence in Q3: 



Question 3b 
Compare these two answers.
The top one scores 0; it does not understand the terminology in the Q.
The lower answer scores 4: it has two detailed explanations of how the techniques were. 
used. 
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Question 3c 
•3c is a 6 mark question 
marked in levels.
•This example scored 6.
It is:
•Clearly linked to a specific 
location and investigation.
•Refers to a range of 
secondary data (old photos, 
newspapers, blogs, TED 
talks).
•Explains, briefly, what the 
secondary sources yielded in 
the way of useful information.
•Refers to the aims at the 
end i.e. “proved that Doha...” 
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Question 3d 
This is the highest mark tariff question on the exam paper: 12 
marks.

It uses the command ‘evaluate’, which has a very specific 
meaning:

It is crucial that answers:
•Relate specifically and in detail to candidates own fieldwork 
•Consider critically the success of the investigation and make 
judgements 
•Refer to the relevant part of the investigative process

Performance was very variable ranging from Level 1 to Level 3.
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•The mark scheme levels 
descriptors remain the 
same from series to 
series.
•All of the marks are AO3.

•Read the two examples 
of answers to question 3d 
•Answer the question on 
the on-screen poll when 
you have marked them. 
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Question 4 and 5 
•Optional question
•The question focusses on an 
unfamiliar fieldwork context in 
contrast to the familiar fieldwork 
context of Q3.
•Short 1-4 mark questions 
•Generally performed well and 
yielded the strongest marks across 
the exam paper,
•Most candidates responded to the 
Figures / data successfully. 
•Includes ‘calculate’ style data 
response questions. 
•Note that 3 mark ‘explain’ 
questions require a ‘double’ 
development of a point. 
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Summary Unit 2 
• Breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding of the unit varied considerably. 

• Weaknesses in terms of theoretical concepts and particularly with respect to some of the 
more technical physical geography. 

• Although stimulus response material was provided, many candidates are still not applying 
their knowledge accurately or relevantly. 

• Many candidates still have problems in using evidence directly from the resource (an AO2 
skill) in order to be able to generate a successful answer. 

• Some candidates had a poor knowledge and understanding of the fieldwork questions, 
especially Q3d where they was a tendency to write “all I know” rather than giving a focus on 
design and data collection methodology. 

• In addition, there was often a lack of fluency and structure in their longer answers, many 
candidates describing and explaining, rather than being more evaluative. 
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Considering Delivery 
Strategies and sharing 

best practice

1. Teaching Strategies.
2. Resources.
3. Technology.



Unit 3 Contested Planet in 2018 
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Unit 3 exam structure 
•Question types and mark tariffs do not vary from one examination series to the 
next.
•The position of questions types and mark tariffs in sections  A, B and C will vary
from one series to another as shown. 
•This variation is random and does not conform to a pattern. 
•The tables (next slide) show the possible different structures of a Unit 3 Contested 
Planet examination. 
Some important points to note are:
•In Section A, Question 3 will always be a 15 mark synoptic essay question. 
•In Section A, there will always be a 10-mark data stimulus question on both A1 
Atmosphere and A2 Biodiversity but the 15-mark essay question could be on either 
A1 or A2. 
•In any exam series, Section B will either consist of a 5 mark stimulus question plus 
a 15 mark essay question, or a 20 mark essay question. 
•Section C will be the opposite structure to Section B in any given examination 
series. 
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Support

For more information, please contact our subject advisor, subjects 
pages/communities and ask the expert.

Jon Wolton
UK: 020 7010 2185
Intl: +44 (0)20 7010 2185 
Email: TeachingGeography@pearson.com
Twitter: @GeogAdvisor

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-list/jon-wolton.html

Click here to go to "Contact Us" Webpage
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Other useful links
1. Grade Boundaries

This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain 
grade for all UK and international examinations. Also refer to the 
examiners report which is available for download with other 
documents.

2. Examination Results Statistics
Results statistics summarise the overall grade 
outcomes of candidates sitting Edexcel 
examinations.

3. Results Plus
‒ Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of 

your students’ exam and mock performance.
‒ See your students’ scores for every exam question. 
‒ Understand how your students’ performance compares with 

Edexcel national averages.
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Any questions?

Thank you for 
attending this event.

How did we do?
Please fill in the evaluation form that you’ll 

receive via e-mail in a few minutes.



There’s so much 
more to learn

Find out more about our range of events at 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/training




